
Fractions 
 
What is a fraction? 
 

Fractions are a way to express part of something. 
 

For example, to indicate how much of this rectangle is shaded green,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

you would use the fraction: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The top number (5) tells you the number of squares that are shaded green. 
The bottom number (6) tells you how many squares make up the whole rectangle. 
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