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Population Projections & Impacts

• Data

• Lived Experience

• Impacts

• Opportunities
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Population Change 2010-2020

2010 2020
% 

Change

Crawford 16,644 16,113 -3.2%

Grant 51,208 51,938 +1.4%

Green 36,842 37,093 +0.7%

Iowa 23,687 23,709 +0.1%

Lafayette 16,836 16,611 -1.3%

Richland 18,021 17,304 -4.0%

SW WI Region 163,238 162,768 -0.3%
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Data Summary
• Population Decline

• Population Aging

• School Enrollment Decline

• Structural Budget Caps
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What I hear

• School enrollment

• School Consolidation

• Farm Consolidation



C h a l l e n g e s



Economic Impacts

• Private – Public – Civic Life 
impacts
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Supply is King – Demand must follow

• Competition for workforce (opportunity to be 
better managers!)

• Smaller margins incentivize a focus on high-
end products – low-margin works if there is 
volume



Mobility = Job Opportunity

• Workforce mobility (for those who can move)

• Challenges to institutional knowledge, 
efficiency, stability, focus



Meeting long-term commitments

• Fixed Costs (long-term bonding)

• Declining variable revenue (population loss)



Further Consolidation

• Schools (eventually)

• Municipal services (potentially)



O p p o r t u n i t i e s



Invest in ourselves

• Proven ROI

• Others will invest with us





Village of Benton – 24 lots

• Cost to develop: $916,697

• $38,196 per lot

• Revenue upon sale: $204,000 
(22.25%)

• $8,500 per lot

• Balance needed for ROI: $712,697

• $26,696 per lot



Village of Benton – 24 lots

• ROI from village taxes: 34.25 years

• Total community tax rev per lot: 
$2,907

• Community ROI: 10.2 years

• $9,497 per member state aid for 4 
kids = $37,998

• Community ROI: 6.5 years











Village of Ridgeway – 22 lots

• Cost to develop: $1,203,510

• $54,705 per lot (avg. .32ac)

• Revenue upon sale: $445,192 
(37%)

• $30-35,000 per lot + Utility 
Reimbursement ($382)

• Balance needed for ROI: 
$758,318.04

• $34,469 per lot



Village of Ridgeway – 22 lots

• 4 lots sold

• Avg home value: $221,333

• Avg Net tax per lot: $6,752

• Avg Village tax per lot: $2,816

• ROI from village taxes: 12.25 years



It’s the Driftless

• Good living

• Outsiders will come, if we welcome them 
(if you welcome us☺)
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